




ipads, smart boards and yoga 

are just a few of the educational enhancements The Port Washington Education 

Foundation (PWEF) is funding at Weber this year.

     The PWEF is celebrating its tenth anniversary and what a remarkable decade 

it’s been. Since launching in 2001, the PWEF has funded over 200 grants 

totaling $600,000 for educational enhancements in all district schools. 

     To celebrate the milestone anniversary, the PWEF is launching a new web 

site and conducting a special series of year-long events. Learn more 

at www.pwef.org.

     Weber parent and PWEF Executive Board Member Lee Anne Vetrone-Tim-

othy is spearheading the new web site. “We are excited to create a vehicle that 

will highlight the good work of the PWEF,” said Vetrone-Timothy. “The new site 

will enable us to update, inspire and share great stories from 10 years of innova-

tive and creative PWEF-funded programs in our schools,” she added.

 

PWEF Dollars At Work

pwef-funded 
programming at Weber for the 2011-2012 
school year:

•  Bandapalooza  Workshops &  
     performances for band students with 
     The Dallas Brass Band (grades 4-12)

•  Gizmos for All Grades Online  
     interactive lab experiences for math & 
     science (6,7,8)

•  NY and Hudson River Lore Sto-
     ryteller leading tour of colonial NY (7)

•  Music Ace II Network Music    
     theory and composition software (6,7,8)

•  Yoga: Interdisciplinary Work
     shop with study of India (6)

•  Growing on Wheels Moveable 
     plant growth cart system (7)

•  iPads help uLearn Apple network 
     connection for 3 iPads and apps

•  Smart Board Technology For 
     ESL and AIS

•  Moving Science Class into the 
     21st century (8)

•  Smart Response System Smart 
     response clickers for social studies (8)

fyi
591 + 591 = Weber 
BOY STUDENTS        GIRL STUDENTS       STUDENT BODY THIS YEAR

 



Recent HSA programs hosted in our 

Auditorium include: 

•  The Mayhem Poets
•  The Fabulous Chinese 
    Acrobats
•  Sol Y Sombra’s Interac
    tive Flamenco Ole!
•  Mystery of King Tut
•  The Bakers Dozen
•  Growing up a Slave
•  Voices of the Holocaust

Welcome to Weber Cultural Arts! Parent support of cultural arts is so im-

portant and enjoys a long history in Port Washington. The objective of the 

Weber HSA Cultural Arts committee is to supplement the curriculum with 

cultural experiences that will enrich students and expand their aesthetic 

experience and appreciation.

    The committee previews arts programs and evaluates them both for their 

intrinsic worth and relation to the school’s philosophy.  A program is booked 

after consultation with our administrative liaison, Assistant Principal Matt 

Swinson, and faculty.

    The Weber committee plans at least 3 programs per year (one per grade, 

typically assemblies). Parents of all grade levels are invited to every perfor-

mance. We also have provided seed money for special in-classroom pro-

grams and residencies. We represent Weber on the district Creative Arts 

committee; working with the Director of Creative Arts on issues such as the 

annual District Show and our district-wide arts partnerships with ABT, Nas-

sau County Museum of Art, and others. 

       We are eager to hear parent ideas for programs and 

welcome your input and participation at any time. The committee is always 

happy to welcome new volunteers. We send out HSA email blasts about 

every event. We hope to hear from you!

CO-CHAIRS

Pam O’Connell   pamo@optonline.net 
Lee Anne Vetrone-Timothy  eventmakr@aol.com
Linda Nutter ljnutter@aol.com

Cultural Arts



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

Pia Sanchez

Veteran Weber Blue House counselor 

Pia Sanchez starts the 2011 school year 

in a new role:  Assistant Principal for Red 

House and Blue 8. Ms. Sanchez brings 

both extensive counseling and Weber 

experience to her new role having previ-

ously spent eight years as the Blue House 

Counselor.

    “I’m excited to get to know another 

house,” said Sanchez. “I’m excited to 

take the counseling perspective and to 

have a bigger impact on a global level,” 

she added. Assistant Principals wear a 

variety of hats: their work includes over-

seeing House logistics, discipline, cur-

riculum coordination and oversight. 

    The Blue House counselor role is be-

ing filled by Ms. Gina Kelly, 

a Guidance Counselor from Guggen-

heim Elementary.

    Ms. Sanchez holds a Masters in School 

Counseling from C.W. Post and a post-

graduate certificate in Educational Lead-

ership from Stonybrook.

SCIENCE TEACHER

Gloria Gill

Fresh from a two-year teaching stint at 

Half Hollow Hills, new Red House eighth 

grade science teacher Gloria Gill brings a 

passion for Geo Sciences to Weber. Ms. 

Gill’s previous teaching experience in-

cludes time at Stony Brook’s Geo Project, 

a program designed to woo students to 

the Geo Sciences. Ms. Gill holds a MA in 

Earth Sciences from Stony Brook as well 

as a BA in Geo Science and Mathematics. 

Ms. Gill is a Melville resident.

BLUE HOUSE GUIDANCE COUN-

SELOR

Gina Kelly

Let’s give a big Weber Welcome to Gina 

Kelly, Blue House Guidance Counselor.

   Mrs. Kelly is new to Weber but not 

to Port Washington, as she spent the 

past seven and a half years as a Guidance 

Counselor at Guggenheim Elementary 

School. Prior to this experience she spent 

several years at Freeport High School.

   Mrs. Kelly says that she has “always 

wanted to be in Middle School.”  She en-

joys the challenges within this age group, 

such as navigating a new school and 

managing relationships with old and new 

friends. Kelly is enjoying getting to know 

new students at Weber, reconnecting 

with her former Guggenheim students 

and seeing how they have matured.

   Mrs. Kelly replaces Pia Sanchez who 

has moved to an Assistant Principal role. 

Mrs. Kelly appreciates that everyone at 

Weber has been so supportive. She is 

looking forward to working closely with  

            Ms. Sanchez, saying the fact 

that her predecessor is still at Weber is 

a “unique opportunity” as she and Ms. 

Sanchez can share ideas. 

   Mrs. Kelly holds a Masters in School 

Counseling from Queens College and 

recently completed her post-graduate 

work at the Stony Brook School of 

Administration.

a big thanks to 
Cathy Adelhardt & Melissa 
Kirgis the previous editors of  
Weber’s parent newsletter for their 
hard work over the past two years.

Faculty Update



With 13 athletic teams and 310 students, 

Weber’s Fall Sports season is off to a 

tremendous start.  Under the enthusi-

astic guidance of Kevin Baudo, Coordi-

nator of Middle School Athletics for the 

Port Washington School District, and 

with the help of terrific coaches, We-

ber has formed multiple teams for Girls 

Soccer, Boys Soccer, Football and Field 

Hockey, as well as Girls Tennis, and both 

Boys and Girls Cross Country Teams. 

Weber boasts a no-cut policy, so all stu-

dents, regardless of their 

skill level, are given an op-

portunity to be part of a 

team and be involved in 

competitions.  With five 

to six rigorous practices 

a week in each of the 

sports, all participants are 

bound to improve their 

game, become physically 

fit and gain confidence 

and personal growth. 

   No one has seen evi-

dence of this more than 

Weber’s very own legend, 

Bruce MacDonald, 

the Weber Girls’ Cross Country Coach. 

Coach MacDonald has been coaching at 

Weber and Schreiber for 55 years.  Not 

only does he bring to the field a wealth 

of knowledge and experience, but he 

brings a passion for the sport, and more 

importantly, a passion for his students.  

While he has coached both girls and 

boys who have gone on to win national 

titles, he is most proud of those of his 

students who have achieved personal 

growth and inner strength – whose 

participation in sports and member-

ships on his teams gave them the con-

fidence, work ethic and ability to per-

severe despite obstacles.  Tears came to 

his eyes as he recounted a story about 

a shy, awkward teenager who, despite 

not having a strong opinion of himself 

academically (thinking he “was not col-

lege material”) or socially, and not be-

ing fast or particularly coordinated at 

first, joined the Cross Country team, 

and went on to achieve remarkable 

academic success, earning his Bachelors, 

Masters and PhD. Coach MacDonald 

credits much of this student’s success to 

the “Team Experience” he had in school.  

According to Coach MacDonald, “learn-

ing to keep trying, and never giving up, 

receiving encouragement and support 

from your teammates, and achieving 
your personal best, can make all 

the difference for a child, athletically, 

academically, and personally.”  It is this 

opportunity – to ensure that Cross 

Country has a profound impact 

on the overall well-being of all 

of his students – that is the most im-

portant reason that he keeps on coaching.  

   Coach MacDonald is a three-
time Olympian, having competed 

in the 1956(20K) 1960(50K) and 1964(50K) 

race-walking competitions, later servic-

ing as an IAAF judge and an umpire at 

the 1996 Olympic Games.  In 2001, he 

was honored as the New York State 

High School Athletic Coaches’ Asso-

ciation Girls’ Track and Field Coach of 

the Year, and was designated one of the 

top seven coaches in the United States. 

When MacDonald started at Schreiber 

in 1957, he began the first 

boys’ cross-country and in-

door track and field teams, 

and in 1966, he began the first 

girls’ track and field team.  

Over the years, his coach-

ing has produced numerous 

exceptional title-winning 

and record-breaking athletes 

who have successfully com-

peted in both national and 

international competitions.  

Coach MacDonald consid-

ers every single one of the 

students he coaches as “win-

ners,” whether or not they 

ever set a record or scored a point at 

a meet.  Their “prize” is the physical and 

inner strength they attain from the rig-

orous workouts and team experience, 

which will help them achieve anything 

for which they strive.  

    With his vast experience and devo-

tion to Schreiber and Weber students, 

Coach MacDonald is both a legend and 

a hero, and Port Washington families are 

very fortunate to have him coaching our 

students.   ~ LISA EPSTEIN

Fall Sports

the legend among us

Girls Cross Country Team with Coach MacDonald



savethedate
HSA Meeting
Wednesday, October 19th, 7:30PM

Weber Library
Guest Speaker Dr. Susan Bartell 
Topic Middle School Changes, and 
tips for how active parenting leads 
to successful kids.

 

  

6mix
D A N C E
PARTY

Friday
October 21st

7:30pm - 9:00pm

10/21/11

in the Weber 
All-Purpose 
Room

6th Grade Weber Students Only Admitted

$5.00
w/Student ID

Tickets For Sale during lunch in the cafeteria on:

Wednesday, 10/19, Thursday, 10/20, Friday, 10/21 and will also be 

available for purchase at the Six Mix on Friday night

Questions? 

Would like to help?

Contact Lee Anne Timothy @ 883-4890 

or Marilu Cummings @ 883-2378

The Six Mix ends 
at 9pm sharp. 

Tips for a quick check-in:

Have student id ready at 

the door.  Do not bring items for 

coat check.

Funds are available to cover the cost 
of admission for students in need.
Contact the Weber Counseling Office 
for more Information.

We will be collecting small, 

new toiletry items for the 

INN (Interfaith Nutrition 

Center in Hempstead). 

Please consider bring-

ing something to donate to 

those in need.

Students will not be dismissed without an adult.

wanted:
Newsletter submissions.

Please email articles, photos and 
save-the-dates to Katie Fogarty 
at katiecfogarty@gmail.com

www.report-it.com
annonymous reporting for 
school safety
user name weber
password weber



OCTOBER 
10    Recess - Columbus Day 
12    Curriculum Conversations, 8:30AM, Library
19    HSA Meeting, 7:30PM, Library
21    Six Mix, 7:30PM,  All Purpose Room

NOVEMBER 
  2    Winter I Sports Mtg. (Students Only), 3:15PM, Gym
  7    Winter I Sports (Begin), 3:15PM, Gym
  8    Recess - Election Day & Superintendent’s Conference Day 
11     Recess - Veteran’s Day 
14    Picture Day (RETAKES), 8:00AM, All Purpose Room
16    Weber/Schreiber Joint HSA Meeting, 7:30PM, Schreiber Cafeteria
16    Bus Safety Drill, 9:00AM 
23    Quarter 1 Report Cards Mailed 
24    Recess - Thanksgiving 
25    Recess - Thanksgiving 

DECEMBER 
  6    Winter I Concert Gr. 8, 7:30PM,  Auditorium
  8    Winter II Concert Gr. 7, 7:30PM,  Auditorium
13    Winter III Concert Gr. 6, 7:30PM,  Auditorium
26-30   Recess 

JANUARY 
  2  Recess 
11   Winter II Sports Mtg, 3:15PM, Gym
11   Curriculum Conversations, 8:30AM, Library
12   Accelerated Program Meeting, 6:30PM,  Auditorium
16   Recess - Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 
17   Winter II Sports (Begin), 3:15PM, Gym
18   HSA Meeting, 8:45AM, Library
18   6th Gr. Winter Art Reception, 7:00PM, Lobby

Did you know that in the United 

States, pedestrian injury is a leading 

cause of injury and death for children 

ages 1 to 14? Whether walking to a 

friend’s house, to school or around 

town, children need to know 

how to navigate streets safely. 

  Help reduce your children’s risk of 

harm by modeling and teaching safe 

pedestrian behavior with these tips 

from non-profit Safe Kids USA:

• Make sure children look left, 

right and left again before cross-

ing the street. Cross when the street 

is clear, and keep looking both 

ways while crossing. Walk, don’t 

run.  

• Do not cross in the middle 

of the street or in-between cars.

• Teach children and make sure they 

understand and obey traffic sig-

nals and signs.  

• Walk facing traffic, on side-

walks or paths. 

• Require children to carry a 

flashlight at night, dawn and dusk. 

Add retro-reflective materials 

to children’s clothing.  

• Don’t let kids play in driveways, un-

fenced yards, streets or parking lots. 

• Make sure your children take the 

same route to common destinations 

(such as school) every time.  Walk 

with your child to find the saf-

est path. Look for the most direct 

route with the fewest street cross-

ings.  ~ SAFE KIDS USA

DateBook

walk safe(r)


